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CONSERVATION  HAS  A  BIRTHDAY 


Advancement  of  the  conservation  program  since  March  1933  is  clearly- 
shown  in  records  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  which  serves  as  the  pri¬ 
mary  Government  agency  for  the  protection  of  the  public’s  lands  and  other 
natural  resources.  It  constitutes  an  achievement  challenging  the  pride  of 
every  patriotic  citizen,  Secretary  Harold  L.  Ickes  recently  declared.  He 
added: 

"We  have  just  cause  for  jubilation  upon  this  seventh  anniversary 
of  the  conservation  program.  I  "believe  that  future  generations 
will  "be  even  more  grateful  for  the  work  we  are  doing. 

"Seven  years  is  a  short  period  in  the  life  of  a  nation,  and  much 
still  remains  to  "be  accomplished.  Yet  I  "believe  few  would  want 
to  return  to  conditions  of  former  years  when  uncontrolled  catch- 
as-catch-can  grazing  operations,  selfish  destruction  of  forest 
resources,  and  improvident  homesteading  efforts  wrought  havoc 
on  the  public  domain  and  made  serious  inroads  in  our  natural 
wealth. " 

Traced  back  through  its  formative  years,  the  conservation  program  under 
the  administration  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  presents  the  picture  of 
an  integrated  effort  to  insure  the  wisest  possible  use  of  the  Nation’s  sun- 
ply  of  land,  water,  forests,  minerals,  oil,  wildlife,  and  scenery. 

Swiftly  focused  for  quick  review,  it  reveals  more  than  a  dozen  agencies 
in  the  Department  cooperating  in  conservation  activities  first  made  possible 
by  enactment  in  Congress  of  the  Taylor  Grazing  Act  of  1934  and  Executive 
orders  of  President  Roosevelt  which  withdrew  the  then  remaining  portions  of 
the  public  domain  from  disposal  until  such  time  as  it  could  be  classified 
and  put  to  the  highest  possible  use. 

Success  of  the  program  is  shown  by  a  partial  survey  of  the  situation 
as  it  exists  on  the  seventh  birthday  of  conservation. 

—  Current  Conservation 


March  8,  1940  WASHINGTON  "  Vol.  2,  No.  10 


94362 


15th  PERIOD  CAMP  PROGRAM  APPROVED 


The  Grazing  Service's  CCC  camp  program  for  the  15th  enrollment  period, 
based  upon  field  recommendations,  was  approved  by  Director  of  the  Civilian 
Conservation  Corps  J.  J.  McEntee,  on  February  24,  1940. 

*  *  R  R  *  * 


CHANGE  IN  SCHEDULE 

Urgent  matters  pertaining  to  CCC  equipment  have  made  it  necessary  for 
Assistant  Chief  of  Range  Improvements  Charlie  Heltman  to  postpone  his  field 
inspection  trip  approximately  one  week.  Regional  offices  please  take  note.' 

*  *  R  R  *  * 

DO  YOU  KNOW 

That,  if  laid  in  a  straight  line,  truck  trails  constructed  since  1925 
by  the  Grazing  Service  under  the  national  conservation  program  would  reach 
from  New  York  to  San  Francisco,  and  back  again] 

That,  if  all  the  trees  in  the  Petrified  Forest  National  Monument, 
Arizona,  were  made  to  give  up  their  semi-precious  jewels,  the  glittering 
pile  would  include  such  gems  as  agate,  camelian,  amethyst,  topaz,  and 
jasper! 

That,  Billy  the  Beaver,  who  builds  dams  for  us  in  Idaho  streams  and 
elsewhere,  is  a  vegetarian  and  is  never  tempted  to  make  a  meal  on  the  beau¬ 
tiful  mountain  trout  and  other  fish  that  share  his  watery  home.  Billy's 
flat,  black  tail  is  not  used  for  slapping  mud  in  house-building,  as  many 
believe.  Instead  he  uses  it  in  diving  and  raising  himself  in  the  water. 
Billy  swims  with  his  feet  which  are  heavily  webbed.  Although  he  belongs 
to  the  same  family  as  the  squirrel  and  the  mouse,  Billy  has  been  known  to 
reach  a  weight  of  68  pounds  and  there  was  once  a  prehistoric  form  of  his 
family  that  weighed  about  400  pounds.'  (If  we  can  believe  what  we  read.') 

*  *  R  R  *  * 

In  order  "that  conservation  may  become  more  widely  understood  by  the 
prople  of  Mesa  County,  Colorado"  an  entire  afternoon  was  devoted  to  that 
subject  at  a  meeting  sponsored  by  the  Mesa  County  Extension  Service  on 
February  25  at  the  Labor  Temple  in  Grand  Junction.  Included  on  the  program 
was  the  transcription  of  the  "What  Price  America?"  series  dealing  with  the 
Taylor  Grazing  Act,  and  the  Grazing  Service.  Sound  pictures,  slides,  and 
discussions  dealing  with  the  conservation  activities  of  various  Government 
bureaus  and  organizations  were  featured  on  the  program. 

'*  *  R  R  *  * 
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Assistant  Director  Julian  Terrett  will  leave  Washington  on  March  10, 
for  an  inspection  of  the  New  Mexico  and  Colorado  regions.  Particular  at¬ 
tention  will  he  given  to  range  management  and  improvement  problems.  While 
in  New  Mexico,  Mr.  Terrett  will  attend  the  annual  convention  of  the  New 
Mexico  Cattle  Growers  Association,  at  Gallup,  New  Mexico,  on  March  18  and 
19. 


*  ♦EE** 

Assistant  Chief  of  Range  Improvements  C.  K.  Caron  has  just  returned 
to  the  Washington  office  following  an  inspection  trip  in  Utah,  New  Mexico, 
and  Arizona.  "CK"  says  that  one  of  the  nicest  remarks  he  has  heard  in  a 
long  time  was  one  made  by  "Rookie"  Davis,  Fort  Bliss  District  Educational 
Adviser  who  reported  that  the  educational  activities  of  the  Grazing  Serv¬ 
ice  in  the  Fort  Bliss  District  were  outstanding  and  that  he  considered 
they  equaled  or  topped  similar  activities  of  other  government  agencies  in 
that  district. 


watch  for  the  oranc-e  flag 


To  assist  in  the  location  of  section  corners,  District  Grazier  S.  R. 
Bennett,  Oregon  Grazing  District  No.  4,  has  devised  a  plan  of  placing  metal 
markers  along  the  roads  to  indicate  the  direction  and  location  of  General 
Land  Office  survey  corners.  It  is  Mr.  Bennett’s  idea  that  regular  metal 
fence  posts  may  be  used,  with  a  small  tin  flag,  painted  orange  color,  at¬ 
tached  to  the  top  of  the  post  in  order  that  it  might  be  seen  from  a  distance. 

Such  a  scheme  will  not  only  assist  range  examiners  and  graziers-  in 
locating  section  corners,  but  also  help  Mr.  John  Public  to  detennine-  his 
exact  position  when  traveling  over  the  vast  open  range  areas  of  the  West. 

♦  *  R  R  *  * 

In  the  march  of  conservation,  the  picturesque  sheep  herder  and  his 
dog  are  being  replaced  by  inanimate  "herders"  in  the  form  of  sheep-proof, 
and  often  wolf-proof,  allotment  boundary  and  division  fences  being  con¬ 
structed  in  New  Mexico  throu^i  the  cooperation  of  the  Civilian  Conserva¬ 
tion  Corps  camps  with  local  stockmen. 

This  form  of  "herding"  which  is  used  extensively  in  Texas,  is  believed 
to  be  more  economical  and  contributes  to  better  distribution  of  livestock. 
Many  of  the  1,283  miles  of  fence  which  have  been  constructed  in  region  7 
are  of  this  type,  and  more  will  be  constructed  in  the  future. 

*  *  R  R  *  * 
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NORTH  OF  TEE  BORDER 

CCC. Camp  G— 150,  Columbus,  New  Mexico,  which  was  established.  Septem¬ 
ber  30,  1939,  is  located  on  the  site  of  an  old  Army  fort, 'three  miles  from 
the  Mexican  border,  where  from  15  to  20  soldiers  and  civilians  were  killed 
by  "Pancho"  Villa’s  men  in  a  raid  across  the  border  not  many  years  ago. 

*  *  R  R  *  * 


JUST  FOR  TEE  FUN  OF  IT 

The  Washington  office  staff  got  together  the  evening  of  March  5  for  a 
dinner-dance  at  the  Russian  Troika  Club  in  the  capital  city.  The  41  who 
attended  thought  it  was  a  grand  idea  and  hope  to  be  able  to  get  together 
more  frequently  in  the  future.  Those  present  expressed  the  regret  that  the 
Director  was  unable  to  attend  because  of  illness. 

*  *  R  R  *  * 

Miss  Helen  Williams  of  the  Billings,  Montana  office  who  is  visiting 
in  Washington  dropped  in,  on  Wednesday,  to  look  us  over.  We  hope  she  will 
come  again! 

*  *  R  R  *  * 

FBOH  TEE  AMERICAN  CATTLE  PRODUCER,  MARCH  1940: 

There  are  today  slightly  more  than  5,000  American  bison  in  the  United 
States  and  Alaska,  where  probably  60,000,000  roamed  the  ranges  about  100 
years  ago,  according  to  census  figures  of  the  Bureau  of  Biological  Survey. 
Montana  leads  the  States  with  1,044  bison;  South  Dakota  is  second  with  955; 
Wyoming  is  third  with  922;  and  Oklahoma  fourth  with  539. 


Numbers  of  livestock  on  farms  January  1  were  substantially  larger  than 
last  year,  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  reports.  Total  cattle  num- 
oers  were  up  about  3  percent;  hogs,  18  percent;  sheep  1  percent; -  chickens 
4  percent;  and  turkeys  33  percent.  Work  stock  showed  a  decline. 

*  *  R  R  *  * 
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